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Bill No. and Title:  Senate Bill No. 164, Relating to Unadjudicated Traffic Fines. 

 

Purpose:   Transfers certain fines and forfeitures collected for uncontested traffic infractions to 

the counties. 
 

Judiciary's Position:  
   
The Judiciary takes no position as to the merits of this bill, but wishes to comment on certain 

operational and technical aspects. The Judiciary respectfully recommends that reference to paying the 
“administrative costs of the traffic violations bureau” be removed, and, should this bill move 
forward, a specific amount to be transferred be established. 

 
Determining the exact “administrative costs” incurred in operating the TVB in four different 

circuits would be extremely complex and the accounting to do this would be expensive and time 
consuming. With respect to staff salaries, it is easy to identify the amounts for positions that are 
identified as dedicated to TVB positions; however, many of the District Court personnel, court 
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administrators, and judges work in traffic violation activities but are not dedicated to those functions 
alone. With regard to support costs, they would include a large element of the Judiciary Information 
Management System (JIMS), the primary computer database for handling traffic offenses. In 
addition, there is the non-District Court “support staff” which plays an important role in TVB 
functions, such as JIMS staff, Information Technology and Communications Division staff, and 
fiscal officers. It should also be noted that the costs related to the printing of statewide traffic 
citations was $175,005.48 in 2018.  

 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 164. 
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RELATING TO UNADJUDICATED TRAFFIC FINES 

 Senate Bill No. 164 adds a new part to Chapter 291C that authorizes the Director 

of Finance to transfer fines and forfeitures collected from uncontested traffic infractions 

less administrative costs to the counties. 

 We have a concern that this bill will be difficult to administer.  The Judiciary will 

have to determine administrative costs related to uncontested traffic infractions as well 

as track uncontested traffic infractions by county.   

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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Dear Chair Inouye, Chair Nishihara, and Members of the Committees: 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of SB 164, 
Relating to Unadjudicated Traffic Fines, which is included in the Hawai‘i State 
Association of Counties (HSAC) Legislative Package.  My testimony is submitted in 
my individual capacity as a Member of the Kaua‘i County Council. 

 
I support SB 164 to redirect unadjudicated traffic fines to the counties.  

Currently, I am researching methods by which the County can utilize these funds to 
potentially offer some type of assistance program that would be targeted towards 
those citizens struggling financially.  This redirection of funds would very much 
lighten the load on the state court system. These would typically be people who fail 
to obtain a vehicle safety check, thus stimulating a poverty cycle that includes not 
being able to get registration, insurance, etc.  These are often the people who have 
to attend multiple court hearings or meet community service requirements that can 
cause job loss and further the cycle of poverty.  There are many ways this diversion 
could not only alleviate court time, but also many other layers of state costs.  

 
 Thank you again for this opportunity to provide testimony in support of 
SB 164.  Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Council 
Services Staff at (808) 241-4188. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      FELICIA COWDEN 
      Councilmember, Kaua‘i County Council  
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February 12, 2019

Senator Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair
Committee on Transportation

Senator Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair
Committee on Public Safety, lntergovernmental, and Military Affairs

Dear Chair Inouye, Chair Nishihara, and Committee Members:

RE: SB 164 Relating to Unadjudicated Traffic Fines

Thank you for hearing SB 164.

As you well know, this is an annual bill of great merit, which has not enjoyed much support at the
Legislature. For those of you who previously served as Mayor or on a County Council, you probably shared
the position that HSAC is taking once again, that unadjudicated fines—in other words, those that are generated
by County law enforcement and require no State effort other than collecting the money—ought to go to that
level of government that created the revenue.

Perhaps this year, things will be different. l urge you to support SB 164.

Respectfully Submitted,

\
( I

Harry Kim ’
MAYOR

County of Hawai‘i is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.
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February 13, 2019

The Honorable Lorraine R. lnouye, Chair
and Members

Committee on Transportation
The Honorable Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair
and Members

Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental,
and Military Affairs

State Senate
Hawaii State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street, Room 225
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chairs lnouye and Nishihara and Members:

SUBJECT: Senate Bill No. 164, Relating to Unadjudicated Trafflc Fines

I am Andre Peters, Acting Captain of the Traffic Division of the Honolulu Police
Department (HPD), City and County of Honolulu. The HPD supports the passage of Senate Bill
No. 164, Relating to Unadjudicated Trafflc Fines.

The passage of this bill would generate funds for the respective counties. The counties
use their resources to issue traffic-related citations and should be able to recover some of the
fines and forfeiture funds to reimburse them for this expense.

The HPD urges you to support Senate Bill No. 164, Relating to Unadjudicated Traffic
Fines.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

APPROVED:; Sincerely,

‘ S llard Andre ers, Acting Captain
C of Police Traffic Division

Serving andProtecting Wit/1/llo/141
C

inouye3
Late



Hawai‘i State Association of Counties (HSAC)
Counties of Kaua‘i, Maui, Hawai‘i and City & County of Honolulu
25 Aupuni Street, I-lilo, Hawai‘i 96720 (808) 961~8828 www.hawaiicounties.com

February I 1, 20 1 9

To: The Honorable Lorraine R. Inouye, Chair
Senate Committee on Transportation

The Honorable Clarence K. Nishihara, Chair
Senate Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs

FROM: Valerie T. Poindexter ~ ~
I-ISAC President  x£_D

SUBJECT: HEARING OF FEBRUARY 13, 2019; TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB164,
RELATING TO UNADJUDICATED TRAFFIC FINES

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of the Hawai‘i State Association of Counties.
Therefore, I submit this testimony on I—ISAC’s behalf.

This bill transfers certain fines and forfeitures collected for uncontested traffic infractions to the
counties.

I strongly support and urge the enactment of SB164. Mahalo for your time and consideration.
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